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Why Another Form of Communication 
to Members of ASD? 


This is thetrial flight for a newsletter from the ASD President. It carries news 
of professional interest to those concerned with library services to adults in 
public, college, army, hospital, and state libraries. It differs from the "Adult | 
Services" department in the ALA Bulletin, which carries news of ASD activities, but 
not of adult services in particular libraries nor of the publications and associa- 
tion activities of related interest. Its tone can be more informal, and perhaps 
establish a two-way communication among division members. 


A first such newsletter suffers from one obvious handicap in informal communication: 
it starts from scratch. We will have machinery for receiving news from you only 
after you receive this issue! Another year we would hope to have budget approval 
for three issues of a newsletter, allowing time between issues to receive comment 
and news from you. This year we have funds for only one issue. Your response and 
suggestions will determine whether funds for more issues can be sought for 1961-62 
and what their content should be. 


Although this newsletter originates with the ASD President, who put this issue to- 
gether with the help of the ASD Executive Secretary, its strengths derive from the 
willing aid of many librarians and others who responded to my call for help. It may 
well be that in the future ASD will need an editor whose full ASD responsibilities 
will consist of handling the news and editing this publication! 


At the end of this issue you will find two forms; one for your comments, and one on 
which you are invited to help the Coordinating Committee on Materials in its work 
of locating subject specialists. Read this issue; let your colleagues see it; then 
send us both forms with your full and frank comments. 


Margaret E. Monroe, President 
ALA Adult Services Division 
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ASD to Discuss the Library's Collection 
at the ALA Cleveland Conference, July llth 


A full-day session on Tuesday, July llth, will tum attention to the library's 
materials (books, films, pamphlets, periodicals, and so on) with focus on THE LIBRARY 
COLLECTION MEETS A PUBLIC CRISIS. This program is designed to stimlate thinking 
about the college, university, public, special and hospital libraries' responsibili- 
ties in meeting an issue of general public concern as well as of individual need. 
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The public crisis chosen as the concrete example for this program is the problem 
of mental health. An expert on public education for mental health will speak on 
the problem, what it consists of, how it affects society and the individual in its 
many ramifications, the related areas of life on which it impinges, and the current 
issues in public education for mental health. Following this, a panel of outstand- 
ing librarians will discuss "What Are the Library Responsibilities for Collections 
and Services to Meet the Public Crisis in Mental Health?" Nettie B. Taylor will 
chair this panel, whose members include Genevieve Casey, Elizabeth Ferguson, Ralph > 
Ulveling, and Robert Vosper. 


The afternoon discussions will center on "Selection Policies in the Area of Mental 
Health." The differences in policies and responsibilities among different types of 
libraries, and the problems inherent in the selection of materials in the field o 
mental health, will have major attention. : 


This meeting will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Higbee's Department Store, 

whose excellent meeting and eating facilities will ensure comfort and convenience. 
Thomas Barensfeld, Chairman of the ASD Cleveland Conference Program Committee, has 
named Mrs, Florence Craig (ASD President-Elect) as Chairman of this day's program. 


You will be asked to register in advance for attendance at this session. More on 
this later. 


Adult Services Librarians Wanted as 
Participants in Pre-Conference Institute 


We urge you to plan to attend the pre-conference institute "The Adult and the Child's 
World," which is described in the enclosed folder. Registration will be limited to 
225, and the sponsors hope that the distribution among adult services librarians, 
children's librarians and school librarians will be fairly even, so that both the 
common concerns and the various opportunities of each group which serves the adult 
whose concern is with the child in the commnity may be fully explored. 


Getting Ready for July 11th? 


Edward Linzer, Director of Education Services for the National Association for 
Mental Health, suggested a few recent books that contain useful comment on the 
materials for popular education in this field: 


Education for Child Rearing, by Orville G. Brim. 
NY: Russell Sage Foundation, 1959. 


Americans View Their Mental Health, by Gurin, 
Veroff and Feld, NY: Basic Books, 1960. 


Current Concepts of Positive Mental Health, by 
Marie Jahoda. NY: Basic Books, 1950. 
Evaluation in Mental Health, Public Health Service 


Publication No. 413. Supt. of Documents, 
Washington, D.C. 


Did you see the August 8, 1960 issue of Life with its article on Who's Normal? You 
can get further background information by looking at the Pennsylvania Mental Health 
Association's recent publication Mental Health Education: A Critique. Not so flashy 
as Life, perhaps, but just as stimlating. 


* * * * * * 
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One Thing and Another... 


CLEARINGHOUSE BULLETIN, edited by Roger DeCrow of the Center for the Study of Liberal 
Education for Adults (819 Greenwood Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois), will keep you 
abreast of developments and publications on college and university education for 
adults. DeCrow annotates the publications he lists; the Clearinghouse Bulletin will 
provide important information for college and university faculty as well as librar- 
ians interested in adult education, 


BOOKS ON TELEVISION have a regular place in the three-minute book reviews called 
"Look-at-a-Book" included regularly in the Christopher Programs currently being 
aired throughout the country. Eleanor T. Smith, Coordinator of Adult Services for 
the Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library, prepared these reviews. 


EARLHAM COLLEGE experiments with self-instruction machines hold a promise for 
"greater emphasis on other types of independent work in all areas of study," as 
reported by John A. Barlow in Lumsdaine and Glaser's Teaching Machines and Programmed 
Learning (NEA, Department of Audio-Visual Instruction, 1960). Marie Rapp of the 

brary at the University of Illinois Undergraduate Division in Chicago is studying 
the teaching machine as a library material, Librarians with experience in utilizing 
such machines are urged to be in touch with Miss Rapp. ASD will hope to have a 
report on this topic later. 


STUDYING YOUR COMMUNITY, published in 1960 by ALA, has begun to make its way as a 
publication independent of the ALA Library-Commnity Project from which it sprang. 
Clark Township (N.J.) Library Board of Trustees doesn't have a library yet but does 
have a plan, and the community survey that forms the basis for the program of serv- 


ices has been guided by this pamphlet. 


NAPSAE (National Association of Public School Adult Educators, a department of NEA) 
is expanding its publication program, and issues four bulletins monthly (timed so 
that you receive one a week) covering news of public school adult education, public 
relations ideas (applicable to interpreting services in any library), and methods 
of teaching adults, ASD has been asked to prepare one issue describing library 
resources for adult education. Don't miss this. 


FAE STUDY-DISCUSSION PROGRAMS are being published commercially now. The Fund for 
Adult Education announced the new channels for their availability in the FAE News 


_ Digest for September 1, 1960. Write to the ASD office for single copies of this 


issue, which contains a summary of virtually all the study-discussion programs 
currently available from a wide range of sources. Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
#10 envelope, please! 


A FOLLOW-UP on the Nixon-Kennedy Debate Project, which the AEA sponsored (see Adult 
Leadership, Oct. 1960, p. 132) is now being developed with the cooperation of 
Theodore Granik, producer of the American Forum of the Air and other radio and TV 
programs. Under consideration is a series of monthly programs presenting the major 
national issues of the day through discussions and documentary motion pictures, 
interspersed with examples of effective adult education, These will be produced 
on 16 mm motion picture film and 73 ips audio tape. 


We call your attention to this in order that you may write AEA's president-elect, 
Ambrose Caliver, at 7,3 Wabash Ave., Chicago 11, Ill., if you are interested in 
seeing that such a program is undertaken, and asking for further information. Sug- 
gestions for program topics, format, participants, etc., are also in order. The 
ASD office would appreciate having copies of your letters, and would also like to 
know about libraries which took part in the Kennedy-Nixon Debate Project in any way. 
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One Thing and Another . . . (cont.) 


BOOKS IN LARGE PRINT for adult reading need identification now. Both the American 
Library Association's Publishing Department and the Massachusetts Library Association 


are interested in producing an up-to-date list of good reading for adults with "tired © 


eyes." 


Send your suggestions of titles and editions to Eleanor Phinney, ASD Execu- 
tive Secretary. 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE LIBRARY'S NEWS LETTER carries regularly a section on "Adult 
Services in Public Libraries." It reports a wide-spread use of library-comnunity 
study in county libraries, following the successful library-commnity pilot project 
in the Cumberland County Public Library. Book discussion groups and film forum 
series are under way in several North Carolina public libraries. 


LIBRARY RESEARCH IN PROGRESS, edited in the Library Services Branch, U. S. Office of 
Education, by John Rather, is issued quarterly. This publication can continue to be 
an important guide to library research if librarians consistently report to it the 
studies they have undertaken. Research in library services to adults is regularly 
reported in its pages. 


LIBRARIANS SERVING ADULTS will recognize that by this time of year they should have 
received their membership in the Adult Education Association (73 Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 11, Illinois). Your professional support of this association will repay 
not only in subscriptions to Adult Leadership and Adult Education, but also in 
sustaining the work of the AEA, which speaks for this important aspect of services 
to adults. I urge you to send your membership check now. (Reminder: ALA dues — 
for 1961 should be paid before May 1.) 


THE RESEARCH LIBRARY'S INTEREST IN ADULT SERVICES is neatly documented in Ralph 
Shaw's report (January, 1961) on A Medical Intelligence Program for the National 
Institutes of Health. Chapter IX on "Reader Services" delineates areas for advisory 
service and instruction in the use of the library to individual researchers and to 
groups. Who said, "Never the twain shall meet"? 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES are stressing instruction in the use of the library these days. 
March lth saw the College and University Section of the New Jersey Library Associa- 
tion hold a one-day conference on "The Function of Library Instruction in the College 
Curriculum." A stellar cast included William Dix, Richard logsdon, Morris Gelfand, 
Felix Hirsch, along with John Harvey of Drexel, Oliver Lilley of Columbia, Louis 
Sass of Pratt Institute, and Ralph Shaw of Rutgers, plus a host of other highly 
competent college and university librarians. Is it time to look again at Louis R. 
Wilson's The Library in College Instruction (H. W. Wilson, 1951)? 


* * 


Signs of Growth of "Adult Services" 
in State and Public Libraries 


"Adult services" became part of the organization of reader services about fifteen 
years ago in public libraries. (Will some knowing librarian please document the 
use of this term prior to 1946, when The New York Public Library established its 
Office of Adult Services?) It marked a new emphasis on a wide range of professional 
services to adults. Since 196 the number of positions titled "Coordinator of Adult 
Services" or "Adult Services Librarian" has increased tremendously in public 
libraries. 
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In the past five years, with increased funds available from the Library Services 
Act, state library extension agencies have begun establishing "adult services" 
positions within the consultant staffs. Helen Lyman in Wisconsin, Muriel Fuller 
in Michigan, Polly Anderson in New York, Phyllis Maggeroli in Illinois, are a few 
state agency librarians with responsibility for consultant work in adult services. 
Wyoming reports "for the first time in history" a qualified field worker to assist 
in developing community programs for adults. In Pennsylvania, the state extension 
agency has hired an adult services consultant jointly with a local library school; 
Dorothy Bendix of Drexel conducts workshops or research as well as teaching in the 
field of adult services. 


State Library extension agencies are giving attention to important aspects of adult 
services. 


(1) Alabama and Mississippi are developing standards for adult in public 
libraries. 


(2) Surveys of services have been conducted in Anne Arundel (Md.) Library; 
in Grant, Seward, and Stevens county (Kansas) libraries; in Moultrie, 
Valdosta, and Savannah (Georgia) public libraries. Alabama has sur- 
veyed services for the aging in the public libraries of Alabama. 
Colorado has just completed a public library statewide survey that 
includes details on adult services. 


(3) Workshops on various aspects of adult services are under way; Missouri's 
Institute on program planning and film utilization ran in February; 
Louisiana conducted three-day in-service training in adult books and 
reading; Kansas begins a series of workshops on adult services and 
adult reading in May; Indiana works with the Film Circuit to conduct 
a Pre-view Workshop; Montana has eight area workshops on interpreting 
library services under way; Nevada has begun a series of meetings on 
adult services in specific subject areas; Pennsylvania-Drexel offered 
workshops on book talks and on book selection during the spring; New 
York has four courses for "commnity librarians" planned for 1961; 
Wisconsin has conducted a variety of film workshops this past year; 
two Wyoming workshops stressed book selection for adults. 


Library schools are increasingly working with state library extension agencies to 
es the field of adult services. In addition to the joint position at Drexel 
Institute, Indiana has cooperated in a workshop for librarians of small public 
libraries in January, 1961 and will offer an Institute on library Adult Education, 
June 9-14, 1961; Rutgers is jointly sponsoring with the New Jersey Bureau of Public 
and School Library Services on May 11-14, 18-21, this year, a workshop on "Serving 
Commnity Organizations through Urban and Suburban Libraries," with Marion E. Hawes 
as Director. Also of significance is the Summer Workshop for Administrators of 
Adult Education being given by the Division of Continuing Education, University of 
Washington, and directed by Cyril 0. Houle, University of Chicago (June 26-July 1); 
the dean of the School of Librarianship, Irving Lieberman, has been actively in- 
volved in planning for this workshop. 
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INFORMATION NEEDED 


(Please fill out this sheet and return to: The ASD Coordinating Committee on 
Materials, c/o Eleanor Phinney, Executive Secretary, ALA Adult Services Division, 
50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Illinois) 


In order to carry out its responsibilities for preparing 1eaving lists at the 
request of other organizations and agencies, ASD needs to build up its knowledge 
of the skills available within its membership. Your cooperation in recommending 
librarians who have special knowledge and interest in any of a wide range of 
subject areas is urgently needed. 


RESOURCE FILE OF SUBJECT SPECIALISTS 


NAME (Individual, chairman of staff group, or department) : 


LIBRARY: PHONE 


ADDRESS: 


SUBJECT AREAS (be specific about area of specialization) 


SPECIAL EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS IN EVALUATION OF MATERIALS: 


Recordings Books for new literates Readability 
16mm films Other 


PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: (1) attach sample 


(2) cite professional journals, etc. 


(3) document special experience 


Submitted by Date: 


Address: 


(Additional names on added sheets will be welcome!) 
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the ASD NEWSLETTER: 


Item — 


PLEASE OFFER YOUR COMMENTS on this first issue of 


Good O.K. 


(Mail your comments on this sheet to Eleanor Phinney, Executive Secreta 
ALA Adult Services Division, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois 


Poor Comment 


Coverage of services 
in public libraries 


college libraries 


state libraries 


other 


Amount of duplication 
of "news" you already 
knew 


Value of: 


Details on ASD 
Cleveland Program 


"Signs of Growth 
of Adult Services" 


"One Thing and 
Another ..." 


Inquiry on ASD 
members' subject 
specialties 


GENERAL COMMENT ON USEFULNESS OF AN ASD NEWSLETTER (and your suggestions) 2 
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